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By the Noble Shaikh 
'Abdul-'Azeez bin 'Abdullah bin Baz 

AAA/ tAe A/AaA, 

tAe Affo&A (Aene/Axsit, tA& AfAost .Afcrgful 

All praise is for Allah. O, Allah, send prayers 
and salutations upon the Messenger of Allah, 
upon his family and his Companions, and upon 
those who follow his guidance. 

AA>- /broceecA; 

I was presented with this valuable work, 
which covers Allah's Names and Attributes, 
and which is authored by the noble and esteemed 
scholar, our brother. Shaikh Muhammad bin 
Salih Al-'Uthaimeen. The noble Shaikh aptly 
titled this work. Excellent Principles in Regard to 
Allah's Beautiful Names and Attributes. I listened 
to it [being read to me] from its beginning, until 



||k . i i and found it to be a book of great value and importance. 
BfliMrlv explains the beliefs of our Pious Predecessors which 
|||«t» to Allah's Names and Attributes. Furthermore, it consists 
0( important principles, as well as, numerous lessons which 
Mate to Allah's Names and Attributes. 

In this work, the author explains, among other lessons, 
tf* moaning of an important Islamic belief which is often 
m» . understood. It is a belief which is mentioned in the Book 
Of \llah and a belief which, for the people of Ahlus-Sunnah wal- 
Jglt" j ah, conveys both a general and a specific meaning. It is the 
t»|>. i that Allah, the Possessor of Might and Majesty, is with His 
(ivatcd beings. 

I vspite the fact that this belief has a true and blatant meaning 
ft . us, it in no way implies that Allah is physically connected to 
i n .tied beings. On the contrary. He M is above His Throne. This 
l* ■ 1 1. it He informed us of in regard to Himself, and this is what is 
aipii «priate to His Majesty and Magnificence. What, 'Allah being 
v ill 1 1 is created beings' means, however, is His comprehensive 
i now ledge of them and His complete control over them - He 
I 1 1 all of their sayings and movements. He sees the reality they 
|i vo on the outside as well as that which is in their hearts, and He 
pi . it nets, supports, and guides His Messengers and His believing 
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and Attributes. Only when one gains that knowledge can one 
worship Allah -te based on wisdom and clarity. Allah H said: 


4 


{And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so call on 

Him by them.} ( Qur'an , 7:180) 

"So call on Him by them," means invoking Him by the Name 
or Attribute which is appropriate to the invocation you are 
supplicating. For instance, you might say, "O, Oft-Forgiving One, 
forgive me," or, "O, Most-Merciful One, have mercy on me," or, 
"O, All-Protector, protect me," and so on. 

Invoking Allah as an act of worship means the following: 
For you to perform acts of worship that are in accordance with 
His Names. For instance, you repent to Him, because He is the 
Acceptor of Repentance .You mention Him with your tongue, 
because He is All-Hearing. You worship Him with your limbs, 
because He is All-Seeing. You fear him in private, because He is 
All-Knowing. 

Because of the importance of Allah's Names and 
Attributes, and because some people, either through ignorance or 
through blind following, have an erroneous understanding of His 
Names and Attributes, I wanted to write a book which contains 
important principles that, if followed, will help us develop a 
sound understanding of the meanings and significance of Allah's 
Names and Attributes. I hope that Allah $g will make this work 
of mine something that is sincerely for His Countenance, that 
is in harmony with His Good Pleasure, and that is a source of 
benefit for His slaves. I have titled it. Excellent Principles in Regard 
to Allah's Beautiful Names and Attributes. 


oooo 



ciples Regarding 
Names of Allah S 


. //rst ' 

I of Allah's Names are beautiful to the highest degree. Allah 
id: 

(And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah.} (Qur'an, 

7 : 180 ) 

I his first principle is because they imply qualities that are 
. t and complete, containing neither flaw nor deficiency. An 
unple of that is the name, the Ever-Living, which is one of 
..lines of Allah ft. It implies a life that is complete, one that 
not preceded by nothingness, and one that never climaxes 
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and will never come to an end. The, 'Ever-Living, 1 also implies 
other qualities that are similarly perfect and complete, such as 
knowledge, ability, hearing, and sight and others. 

Another example is the Name, the All-Knowing. It too is one 
of the Names of Allah, and it implies knowledge that is complete 
- knowledge that was not preceded by ignorance, and that will 
never result in forgetfulness. Allah M said: 


{"The knowledge thereof is with my Lord, in a Record. My Lord 
is neither unaware nor He forgets."} (Qur'an, 20:52) 


Allah's knowledge is at once vast and complete. It denotes 
not only knowledge of the general aspects of everything, but also 
knowledge of the minutest details of everything, regardless of 
whether that means knowledge of His own actions or knowledge 
of the actions and movements of His creation. Allah $g said: 


Ot \aj _/>C \\j ji\ L jitLj y > L y 


{And with Him are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), 
none knows them but He. And He knows whatever there is in 
the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but He knows it. There is 
not a grain in the darkness of the earth or anything fresh or dry, 
but is written in a Clear Record.} ( Qur'an , 6:59) 


j&3 jc. ofjSn j£\> ja uj 



{And no moving (living) creature is there on earth but its 
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place 
and its deposit (in the uterus or grave). All is in a Clear Book 
(Al-Lawh Al-Mahfooz -the Book of Decrees with Allah).} ( Qur'an , 
11:6) 
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> »ws what is in the heavens and on earth, and He knows 
you conceal and what you reveal. And Allah is the All- 
i of what is in the breasts (of men).} (Qur'an, 64:4) 

third • sample is Allah's Name, the Most Merciful. It implies 
th.it is complete and perfect. The Messenger of Allah # 
d to that mercy one day, after the conclusion of a battle 
tool place between the Muslims and the disbelievers. The 
,md children of enemy soldiers were gathered and 
. , .iptives. When a woman saw her infant boy among the 
I ot ■ .iptives, she raced towards him, embraced him with a 
ml embrace, and then preceded to breastfeed him. When 
v\ hat she did, the Messenger of Allah H said, 

\jhjJ v oJLA 'jA (•->- ^ 

I \frrily Allah is more merciful towards His slaves than she is 
K»\.h</s her child."' 

Iho Name, "the Most Merciful" also implies a kind of mercy 
i is v ist and all-encompassing. Allah said: 



And My Mercy embraces all things."} (Qur'an, 7:156) 

And He said about the supplication of the Angels for the 
believers: 


/ l/T ' f /■ *< ,< f i ^ 

•f LJcj 



Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and 
k nowledge."} (Qur'an, 40:7) 


T. ...I by al-Bukhari, Book of Adah (5999); and by Muslim, Book of Repe - 
l«n>« (2754). 
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